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wife, so much his junior, ministered tenderly to all his
wants, and brought an appreciative smile to the thin
lips and a sparkle to the dark glowing eyes. But for
hours at a time he saw only with the inward vision,
and no one could tell what thoughts chased each other
through his brain. Pictures out of the long past must
have come and gone, of scenes in many lands, and of
the multitude of persons whom he had known, the
conflicts and the triumphs. He was the onlooker now
at a play which he could scarcely believe had been his
own life.
So one might have hoped that peace would come
at last to the scarred warrior. But it was not to be.
In August, 1891, the five-hundred franc shares of the
Panama Company were being quoted at twenty-seven
and a half francs. Public indignation was roused to
fever pitch, and letters of complaint poured in on the
Public Prosecutor insisting that an inquiry should be
held into the conduct of De Lesseps and his associates.
As a result domiciliary visits were paid to the residences
of the former directors. The officials called at
Chesnaye, but De Lesseps was kept in ignorance of their
coming. He was practically insensible now to all that
was going on around him.
On October 24th the Procureur-G&ie'ral reported
that the evidence at present was insufficient to enable
him to determine whether there were grounds for
criminal proceedings to be taken, and the examining
magistrate, M. Prinet, was required to investigate
further.
De Lesseps was at this time lying ill at his Paris
residence in the Avenue Montaigne, and it was there